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General Course Information 
 

● All students will be enrolled in five core subjects:  Language Arts, Science, Social Studies, 
Mathematics, and Wellness for a full school year.  Placement in Math and Language Arts is based on 6th 
grade Cognitive Abilities Test (Cog-AT) scores, NWEA scores, ISTEP+ results, and previous 
performance in Math and Language Arts.  Students ARE NOT placed based on teacher 
recommendations. 

● All 7th graders will be required to take CCR 7 for 9-weeks.  All other courses will be an elective. 
Elective courses range from 9-weeks to yearlong.  

● The school reserves the right to, without parental consent, change the order or sequence of a student’s 
classes when necessary to adjust class size or for other administrative reasons.  

● Students who do not pass ISTEP+ in the spring or are below standard on NWEA will be required 
to participate in remediation at some point during the school year. These remediation 
opportunities may take the place of elective courses.  

● Language Arts Lab 
Students will receive specific and intensive instruction in order to improve reading 
comprehension, fluency, vocabulary, and ability to read a variety of materials. Students will 
learn and practice a variety of specific reading strategies that they can use when reading fiction 
and non-fiction texts.  In addition, students will focus on writing in response to text and test 
taking strategies and skills.  

● Math Lab 
Math Lab is a supplementary math course for students who need to strengthen their mathematical 
foundation skills.  The course is tailored to the student’s individual mathematical needs.  Math 
Lab also reinforces skills that are being taught within the student’s primary math class.  

● Students with Individualized Education Plans may have additional courses and these will be discussed 
during annual case review meetings with parents and students.  

● Please understand that due to scheduling conflicts, enrollment, or staffing students may not have the 
opportunity to take all of their elective course preferences.  Every effort will be made, however, to give 
the students a wide variety of elective courses in their middle school careers. This will be determined 
by WMS and not by parent/student request. 

● All 7th & 8th grade students will be scheduled into a Student Resource Time (SRT) course.  SRT is a 
twenty-five minute period that takes place each day. This time will be used for academic 
support/remediation/enrichment, and general academic assistance purposes including study skills, 
organizational skills, and test taking skills. Periodic activities/lessons will take place which focus on 
developing bullying prevention and non-cognitive skills which support WWS Guiding 
Principles-compassion, hard-work, respect, honesty, and responsibility. 

  

 
 



 

 

Sample 7th grade schedule with no Band or Choir 

  1  2  3  3  5  6  7 

Q1  MATH  LA  SCI  SS  WELLNESS  CCR 7  ELECTIVE 

Q2  MATH  LA  SCI  SS  WELLNESS  ELECTIVE  ELECTIVE 

Q3  MATH  LA  SCI  SS  WELLNESS  ELECTIVE  ELECTIVE 

Q4  MATH  LA  SCI  SS  WELLNESS  ELECTIVE  ELECTIVE 

 

 

 

Sample 7th grade schedule with Band or Choir 

  1  2  3  3  5  6  7 

Q1  MATH  LA  SCI  SS  WELLNESS  Band or 

Choir 

CCR 7 

Q2  MATH  LA  SCI  SS  WELLNESS  Band or 

Choir 

ELECTIVE 

Q3  MATH  LA  SCI  SS  WELLNESS  Band or 

Choir 

ELECTIVE 

Q4  MATH  LA  SCI  SS  WELLNESS  Band or 

Choir 

ELECTIVE 

 

*Green = Required Course 
*Red = Elective Course 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

Core Courses - 7th Grade 
 

Social Studies 
7th Grade Social Studies is a chronological and historical survey from ancient civilizations up to the present. 
The student will study and compare various civilizations and empires from the past and note each one’s 
contribution to the present.  The areas highlighted in 7th grade will be: Africa, South Asia, Southeast Asia, East 
Asia, Middle East, and the former Soviet Union. 
 

Math 
7th grade students are placed into one of three different math classes.  These placements are made based on the 
following indicators: 5th grade ISTEP+ score, 6 th grade ILEARN score (if available), 6th grade math grades, and 
6th grade NWEA scores.  Students are NOT placed based on teacher recommendation .   Please note, that 
Algebra I (1-2) taken at WMS in 7th grade receives high school credit and is factored into a student’s high 
school GPA (Grade Point Average).  The following is a description of each of these courses. 
 

Foundations Math 7 
The material in this course is designed to allow for ample practice of basic math concepts.  Emphasis will be on 
the 7th grade State math proficiencies.  During the second quarter, the curriculum includes introductions into 
both basic geometry and algebra.  The course will prepare the student for either Foundations Math 8 or Math 8 
(Pre-Algebra). 

Math 7 
This class is designed for students who have a competency in the mathematical operations but need extra 
practice to cover new material. All of the 7th grade state math proficiencies will be covered during the course.  
 

Advanced Math 7 
The material in this course is designed for the advanced math student and will cover a quick review of basic 
math concepts and then a study of beginning Algebra.  All of the 7th grade state math proficiencies will be 
covered during the course.  This course will prepare students for Algebra I (1-2) in 8th grade.  Algebra I (1-2) 
taken at WMS receives high school credit.  
 

Algebra I (1-2) 
This course provides a formal development of the algebraic skills and concepts necessary for the students who 
will take other advanced college- preparatory courses. The instructional program provides for the use of 
algebraic skills in a wide range of problem solving situations. The concept of function is emphasized throughout 
the course. Topics include: (1) properties of real numbers, (2) solving linear equations and inequalities, (3) 
operations with polynomials, (4) solving quadratic equations and systems, (5) use of exponents, and (6) 
introductory topics from statistics and probability.  To be considered for Algebra I placement in 7th grade 
students must be proficient on the Algebra Prognostic Test administered in 6th grade.  This course receives a 
total of 2 high school credits.  One credit after Semester 1 and one credit after Semester 2.  Semester 
exams account for 20% of the semester grade.  The Semester 1 and Semester 2 grades at the middle 
school are factored into a student’s high school GPA (Grade Point Average). 

 
 



 

Core Courses - 7th Grade 
 

Language Arts 
Language Arts in the seventh grade includes the study of basic grammar, literature, vocabulary and 
composition.  The students will review grammar rules and usage, capitalization, and punctuation. 
Compositional skills will include prewriting, revising and organizational skills.  Various types of compositions 
will be studied and attempted.  In literature students will read at least four novels each year.  Individual copies 
will be provided.  Students will also be required to read selections from the literature text along with the novels 
that are assigned.  A number of projects, presentations and reports will be assigned throughout the year.  

 
Science 

The seventh grade curriculum incorporates an in-depth study of scientific thought.  Students will study the 
physical setting of the earth and the living environment.  In the physical setting, students will learn about the 
processes that are involved with the formation and structure of our earth and universe. In the living 
environment, students will study the cellular component of life and interdependence of living organisms. 
Students will also apply mathematical data to scientific problems.  A historical perspective will be studied to 
gain an understanding of how new ideas and insights have affected our world. 
 

Wellness 
The goal of this yearlong course is to teach students the tools necessary to maintain a healthy lifestyle in the 
areas of physical, mental, emotional, and social health.  In the classroom, students will learn how to take 
responsibility for their health by learning to make educated decisions in all areas of their life.  In the gym, 
students will learn about important fitness concepts and will engage in regular physical activity through a 
variety of fitness and sports activities.  Students will evaluate their own personal health and learn how to make 
changes that can be applied to their lives for total well-being. 

 
CCR 7 (Career & College Readiness) 

In this 9-week required course, students will survey and study post-secondary career and credential options 
through online curriculum in Naviance, WWS’s career and college readiness tool.  They will also examine 
self-knowledge gained through exploration of their learning preferences, interests, and personal goals.  Students 
will learn how to write resumes, cover letters, and business letters.  Students will explore elements of 
non-cognitive skills for relevance, application and personal skill development.  They will research, compare and 
analyze careers, career clusters from various vantage points.  Students will explore personal finance through 
Huntington Bank modules and online resources from Ever-Fi and Banzai.  Students will learn about banking 
(checking/savings accounts), financial planning, borrowing basics, and credit cards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

Elective Courses – 7th Grade 
 

2-D Art 
 This is a 9 week 7th grade Art course that will focus on 2-dimensional work, exploring a variety of tools, media 
and techniques. The 2-D projects may include painting, drawing, mixed media, printmaking and more. Students 
will develop their artistic skills and apply the 7 Art Elements, Art History, color theory and Art vocabulary to 
their work. Projects will  incorporate a sketchbook for planning, research, drawing and writing. There will also 
be opportunities for creative writing, problem solving and developing designs with a personal meaning. 
 

3-D Art   
 This is a 9 week 7th grade Art course that will focus on 3-dimensional work, exploring a variety of tools, media 
and techniques. The 3-D projects may include relief sculpture, sculpture in the round, subtractive/additive 
sculpture, clay handbuilding techniques and more. Students will develop their artistic skills and apply the 7 Art 
Elements, Art History, color theory and Art vocabulary to their work. Projects will  incorporate a sketchbook 
for planning, research, drawing and writing. There will also be opportunities for creative writing, problem 
solving and developing designs with a personal meaning. 
 

Technology Applications 7  
This 9-week course is designed to develop 7th-grade students’ basic computing skills using a variety of 
web-based and desktop applications.  Students will improve their keyboarding skills and learn to effectively use 
word processors, spreadsheets, presentation tools, create graphics, and code with JavaScript. 
 

Spanish Survey  
Spanish Survey is a 9-week course offered to all students in 7th grade. Students will develop communication 
strategies and learn basic Spanish vocabulary and grammar. Students will practice listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing skills. Students will also be introduced to various aspects of Hispanic culture. Students are 
encouraged to try out all the languages offered. Please note that the content of the Survey courses is different 
each year, so students can take Spanish Survey in both 7th and 8th grade.  

 
French Survey  

French Survey is a 9-week course offered to all students in 7th grade. Students will develop communication 
strategies and learn basic French vocabulary and grammar. Students will practice listening, speaking, and 
reading skills. Students will also be introduced to various aspects of Francophone culture. Students are 
encouraged to try out all the languages offered. Please note that the content of the Survey courses is different 
each year, so students can take French Survey in both 7th and 8th grade.  

 
Media Literacy 

In this 9-week long course, students in this class will write and publish an ongoing blog as they discuss various 
media related topics in class. Topics covered are: screen time, social media, journalism, bias, persuasion, 
advertising, broadcast, and media history. Students individual blog post will include creative projects like 
graphs, memes, videos, and stories. 

 
 



 

Elective Courses – 7th Grade 
 

Project Lead The Way: Gateway To Technology 
The Project Lead The Way (PLTW) middle school program, Gateway To Technology (GTT), is an 
activities-oriented program designed to challenge and engage the natural curiosity and imagination of middle 
school students.  Two introductory PLTW classes: Design & Modeling and Automation & Robotics I are 
offered in 7th grade.  Design & Modeling is a required Project Lead The Way course.  Students may elect 
to take Automation & Robotics I if their schedule permits.  WMS was very proud to receive a Distinguished 
School Gateway recognition by Project Lead The Way for the 2018-19 school year. 

Design and Modeling  
This PLTW 9-week long course uses solid modeling (a 3-Dimensional CAD program) to introduce students to 
the design process. Utilizing this design approach, students understand how solid modeling has influenced their 
lives. Students also learn sketching techniques, and use descriptive geometry as a component of design, 
measurement, and computer modeling. Using design briefs or abstracts, students create models and 
documentation to solve problems.  

Automation and Robotics I 
In this PLTW 9-week long course students will trace the history and development of automation and robotics. 
They will learn about structures, energy transfer, machine automation, and computer control systems. Students 
will acquire knowledge and skills in engineering problem solving and explore requirements for careers in 
engineering.  

Music Exploration 
This is a 9-week length course.  If you enjoy music, are interested in the functions of music, and are not 
interested in the after school performance requirements, you want to sign up for this class.  Music Exploration is 
a course that helps students develop an appreciation for all types of music, learn the actual mechanics of music, 
and learn the history of our music.  Students will do this through listening, writing, watching, and actually 
performing (during class).  

Study Skills 
In this 9-week long course, this class allows students time to study and complete homework.  Students in 7th 
grade will be graded on completing their daily assignment notebook, class preparation, and following classroom 
procedures and rules.  Short lessons on study skills, test preparation, and time management may also be 
included.  

Broadcast journalism (WMS announcements)   
7th and 8th grade -Students will collaborate and record the WMS daily announcements.  Students will need to 
be able to read expressively from a teleprompter, and improvise short transition statements on camera. Students 
will learn the different functions of broadcasting a daily program including: anchor, sound, teleprompter, 
camera work, titles, editing, publishing, and introductory writing. This quarter class includes 8 students selected 
by audition, application or teacher recommendation. 
 
 
 

 
 



 

Elective Courses – 7th Grade 
 

Media Arts 
Designed for hobbyists, graphic designers, and photographers alike, this semester-long (18 week) 7th & 8th grade course 
introduces students to digital photography, the Adobe Creative Cloud Extended software program (emphasis on Adobe 
Photoshop and Illustrator), the basics of journalism and interviewing, media ethics, social media management, marketing 
and branding,  graphic design, leadership skills, and image editing techniques. Students will have the opportunity to work 
with computers and a variety of software. Emphasis will be on creativity, originality, technique and task completion. 
Lessons will: 

● Build sound fundamentals necessary to succeed in Adobe Creative Cloud and digital photography 
● Deliver an exercise-oriented approach that allows learning by doing 
● Encourage critical thinking skills vital to creative expression 
● Working with clients in our school and community such as teachers, club and community leaders on projects to 

benefit WMS and Westfield 
● Provide insight into career opportunities in the graphic arts and photography industries with real-world 

applications such as publishing newsletters, design and layout and capturing sports and other school and real 
world events through photography. 

● Culminate in a Final Project utilizing design, photography and Photoshop skills 
Due to the sensitive nature of the equipment and some of the information used in this class, students who would like to 
participate in Media Arts will need to complete an application to be considered for the course. Applications are available 
in the spring of the school year before. 

Yearbook 
Yearbook is a 7th & 8th grade yearlong course.  It is designed for highly motivated, independent, and creative 
individuals. By producing this publication, students will acquire skills in the following areas: photography, 
interviewing, journalism, teamwork & collaboration, creativity, student leadership, graphic design, advanced 
computer software programs (Adobe Photoshop, Adobe Illustrator, eDesign), editing, communication, critical 
thinking, business & marketing, and writing copy. In addition, students learn important life skills such as 
organization, meeting strict deadlines and working in and with a team. Students must be able to attend some out 
of school events. Students should also have strong writing skills.  
Because the interest in this opportunity is high and the work is demanding, students must apply for this class, 
not all students who apply will be selected. There are set requirements for the students who will be chosen to 
take part in this course.  The requirements are listed below: 

1) Students must maintain good grades; no D’s or F’s in any classes. 
2) Students must turn in a completed application in order to be considered for the class.  
3) Students must have at least two positive teacher recommendations  
4) Students should exhibit an interest in photography and writing. 
5) Students must have the ability to attend out of school events. 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 
Elective Courses – 7th Grade 

 
Office Assistant 

This is a 9-week commitment.  Students working in the office will assist all office personnel in a variety of 
tasks.  Because they will be working with the public, teachers and staff members, they will be expected to act in 
a courteous and friendly manner.   They will be given the opportunity to learn organizational skills, public 
relations, and to work with peers and adults in a cooperative manner.  They will also learn various aspects of 
bookkeeping and office management, including the use of office equipment.  Student assistants will be expected 
to maintain a “C” average or better. Space in this course is limited.  A Google Form will be sent out before 
the end of the school year for interested students to sign up.  Placement is based on space in the course 
and a student’s elective period rotation. 
 
 

Media Center/Technology Assistant 
This is a 9-week commitment.  Media Center assistants will be selected each 9-weeks to help in the Media 
Center during an assigned period.  Students who are selected will be required to assist students in locating 
materials and checking them out.  Other duties will include: running errands for the Media Specialist, shelving 
returned materials, and distributing materials to classrooms.  Technology Assistants will be responsible for a 
variety of tasks that will require some familiarity with computers, laptops, and tablets. They will be asked to 
collaborate with the Media Center Specialist and the Tech Coordinator regarding computer and technology 
issues. They will be problem solving daily issues and will be responsible for checking out technology to staff 
and students who need a replacement device. They will be asked to take part in training during the school day 
that will be provided by the technology coordinator. Some of the hardware and tasks that they may be asked to  
handle under the supervision of the Tech Coordinator or Media Specialist include: 

● Adjust screen resolution 
● Identifying if Internet is down or website cannot be accessed 
● Making sure the device has power 
● Return laptops to cart and insure they are being charged 
● Fill printer with paper 
● Report ink/ toner low 
● Report paper jams 
● Report damage to any devices 
● Write down detailed description of error messages to share with IT 
● Cameras 
● Promethean/smart boards, i.e., connecting boards, calibrating pens. 
● Desktop computers and netbooks 

Space in this course is limited.  A Google Form will be sent out before the end of the school year for 
interested students to sign up.  Placement is based on space in the course and a student’s elective period 
rotation. 
 

 
 



 

 
Elective Courses – 7th Grade 

 
Peer Facilitation 

In this 9-week length course, students learn to interact with and tutor students with disabilities allowing them to 
learn teaching and behavior management techniques and terminology.  Throughout the 9-weeks, students 
demonstrate knowledge of the following:  course of handicapping conditions, values and issues related to 
integration of students with substantial handicaps in the school and community. Enrollment in this course 
allows the student to participate in community-based trips and adaptive P.E.  We also have the right to dismiss 
you from the peer facilitation program if your attitude lacks willingness to be a role model in any way or 
hinders the learning atmosphere of our students.  Grades will be determined based on performance in the  
classroom and attitude as well as keeping a journal and assignments. Space in this course is limited.  A Google 
Form will be sent out before the end of the school year for interested students to sign up.  Placement is 
based on space in the course and a student’s elective period rotation. 

Men's Choir 7/8 
This is a non-auditioned choir ensemble for male voices in 7th and 8th grade. Proper breathing and 
beginning/intermediate vocal technique, singing in 2 and 3-part harmony, sight-singing, music theory, stage 
presence, and working as a team are concepts that will be emphasized during the year. This ensemble is a 
fantastic group for young men to learn about the male voice and how it grows/changes over time.  This 
ensemble is open to new AND experienced singers.  8th grade students with experience will be able to help the 
7th graders grow in their technique and performance abilities.  Students in this ensemble may combine with one 
of the Women's ensembles from time to time to sing songs together in a mixed group (for concerts).  This is a 
year-long commitment. Students are required to participate in evening concerts and 1 after-school rehearsal 
per concert. There are approximately 4 concerts per year.  Concert attire includes a choir shirt (purchased from 
the school for $15-20) as well as black pants (provided by the student) 

Women's Choir 7 
Women's Choir 7 is a non-auditioned choir open to any 7th grade female voices. Proper breathing and beginning vocal 
technique, singing in 2 and 3-part harmony, sight-singing, music theory, stage presence, and working as a team are 
concepts that will be emphasized during the year. This ensemble is designed to help young females learn how to use their 
voices properly and begin harmonizing. Students in this ensemble may combine with the Men’s Chorus from time to time 
to sing songs together in a mixed group (for concerts). Those with choir experience will find that they will still learn new 
things in this ensemble. This is a year-long commitment. Students are required to participate in evening concerts and 1 
after-school rehearsal per concert. There are approximately 4 concerts per year. Concert attire includes a choir shirt 
(purchased from the school for $15-20) as well as black pants/skirt (provided by the student). 

Advanced/Show Choir 
This choir is open to 7th and 8th graders. Students must audition in March or April of the previous school year 
in order to be placed in this advanced, year-long class.  Auditions will be announced well in advance at WIS 
and WMS.  Proper breathing and vocal technique, singing in harmony, sight-singing, music theory, stage 
presence, and working as a team are concepts that will be emphasized during the year.  This group does perform 
as a “Show Choir” often, but will also sing traditional choral music without choreography.  This allows students  

 
 
 

 



 

Elective Courses – 7th Grade 
 
to be exposed to a wider variety of choral music.  Stage presence is highlighted as a foundation for this 
experience.  Students in the Advanced/Show Choir are required to rent their performance attire (black dress for 
girls, tuxedo for boys) annually.  This group performs in the community somewhat often, but the performance 
schedule does not prevent students from participating in athletics.  Attendance at concerts and after-school 
rehearsals is required.  Students who are new to the district can audition to be in this group if they missed the 
auditions the year prior by contacting the choir director.  This group does not have many more after school  
rehearsals than the other year-long choirs. 
 

 
Band 

Seventh or Eighth grade students who are interested in performance, learning more details of their instrument 
and want to learn different styles of music as well as proper performance techniques should sign up for this 
yearlong class.  Different styles of music will be studied. 
This class also requires after school rehearsals (at least 1 per semester) and performances (2 per semester). 
These dates are given on a calendar passed out at the beginning of the year.  Note: Band is a yearlong 
commitment and meets every day. 
 
Band Pre-requisite:  Students must know how to play an instrument from the previous year, or be studying privately to 
get caught up with the rest of the class.  Percussionists and students playing an instrument for the first time must 
take private lessons the entire time they are in band.  This enhances the ability of each individual as well as the 
entire organization.  
 
There is a financial commitment for Band: 
1.  Each student is responsible for his/her instrument.  If you are renting an instrument from the school, a rental 
contract will be issued at the beginning of the school year. 
2.  Students are also responsible for the purchasing of necessary items to maintain their instrument in the proper 
playing order. (Care kits, valve oil, reeds, etc.) 
3.  Students will also be responsible for the required performance outfit. 
 
All band students will wear the following: 
Black slacks, dark dress shoes, and the Westfield Music Department Shirt.  This shirt will be a knit shirt with a 
collar ($20-$30). This will be ordered at the beginning of the year. 8th grade band students will wear the 
outfits they wore as a 7th grade band member. 
 

White Band A 
7th & 8th grade-consists of the upper woodwinds such as clarinets, flutes, and oboes.  This class also requires 
after school rehearsals as well as performances. These dates are given on a calendar passed out at the beginning 
of the year. 
 
 

 
 



 

 
Elective Courses – 7th Grade 

 
White Band B 

7th & 8th grade- all brass instruments, and middle to low woodwinds such as, trumpets, French horns, 
trombones, baritones, tubas, alto/tenor saxophones, bass clarinets, bassoons. This class also requires after school 
rehearsals as well as performances. These dates are given on a calendar passed out at the beginning of the year. 
 

Green Band A 
7th & 8th grade-consists of the upper woodwinds and percussion such as clarinets, flutes, oboes and percussion 
instruments of the band. This class also requires after school rehearsals as well as performances. These dates are 
given on a calendar passed out at the beginning of the year. 
 

Green Band B 
7th & 8th grade-consists of all brass instruments and middle to low woodwinds such as trumpets, French horns, 
trombones, baritones, tubas, alto/tenor saxophones, bass clarinets, bassoons. This class also requires after school 
rehearsals as well as performances. These dates are given on a calendar passed out at the beginning of the year. 
 

Percussion 
Percussion class is for incoming 7th grade students. Students should have been in the 6th grade band. All students 
enrolling in this class MUST take private lessons. This group will work on the basic percussion skills to 
become knowledgeable on all percussion instruments.  This class also requires after school rehearsals as well as 
performances. These dates are given on a calendar passed out at the beginning of the year. 
 

Wind Ensemble 
Advanced Band is an auditioned band open to 7th and 8th grade students that will meet once a day. All of the 
instruments will be together in this class. This group will move more quickly and play advanced middle school 
level music. 

 
 


